GEOGRAPHY 505
Geography of Latin America
Instructor

Dr. Kendra McSweeney
DB1164, mcsweeney.14@osu.edu
Prerequisites: None.

Overview of the Course
Latin America is a spectacularly diverse and dynamic region—culturally, historically, politically, and geographically. The region is also fundamentally interconnected with our own: through flows of commodities, money, natural resources, people, political thought, and culture. Despite these profound interdependencies, Latin America is greatly misunderstood by many North Americans. 
The course is designed to systematically introduce undergraduates to the lands and peoples of this region. As with any geography course with a regional focus, our emphasis is on understanding the historical processes through which places and regions are produced through their own characteristics and simultaneously through their interactions with other places at multiple scales. We use maps as well as other tools to understand these patterns and processes.  

We will approach this task thematically, by looking in turn at biophysical systems,  human modification of the landscape through time, and a series of contemporary environmental and development issues as they are manifest in particular rural or urban landscapes. These issues include: population dynamics (including international migration), agricultural change, urbanization, globalization, and immigration.

Anticipated Interest in Course
This is a mid-level undergraduate course targeting students interested in learning in-depth about Latin America. There are no pre-requisites for this course, and it requires no prior knowledge of the Spanish language. The course should be particularly attractive to: 

· students who have taken Geography 200, World Regional Geography, who would like more thematic and geographic focus on Latin America specifically; 

· students planning to take Geography 605, “Change and Challenge in Latin America” which focuses in-depth on the historical and geographical dimensions of environmental change and economic development in tropical Latin America; 

· students from across the Humanities and Social Sciences, but particularly Latin American Studies majors, Spanish and Portuguese majors, and International Studies students; 

· for students interested in Latino studies, and the origins and dynamics of Latin American migration to the U.S.; 

· for students from across the University interested in travel to the region or who are involved in study abroad programs to Latin American countries. 

Objectives: 

After taking this course, students should: 

· Be familiar with the fundamentals of a geographic perspective for understanding Latin American landscapes, including an appreciation of the concepts of human-environment relations, spatial interaction and interdependencies, scale, place, space, and region; 
· Know the basic geographic features of the Latin American region (including Mexico, Central and South America, and major Caribbean islands such as Cuba and Hispaniola), including major landforms, political divisions, biogeographic provinces, etc.; 

· Hold an appreciation for the diversity of Latin American landscapes and cultures, and an ability to articulate alternatives to common stereotypes about the region; 

· Understand the key historical roots of modern social and economic conditions, and in particular why Latin America is a major ‘sending region’ of immigrants to the U.S.;
· Have the ability to critically assess the interdependencies between Latin America and North America, particularly in terms of the everyday exchanges of people, consumption of food and resources, policy decisions, etc.;
· Have honed their research, writing, oral communication, and critical thinking skills.

Academic Misconduct:  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-847).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Course Format
The course will meet twice a week, and will comprise a combination of lecture, guest speakers, audiovisual, and group work/presentation (through analysis of articles read in-class and at home). 


Required Texts:

Readings from the text are designed to give a generic overview of a given topic; specific issues are then explored in more detail, and from the perspective of Latin American peoples themselves, in an additional book and course pack readings. 

1. Kent, Robert B. 2006. Latin America: Regions and People. New York: Guilford Press.

2. Nazario, Sonia. 2007. Enrique’s Journey. New York: Random House (paperback). $14.95 (new); $11.20 (used); at Amazon.com used and new from $3.25. 

3. Customized coursepack: Latin America Reader 
Evaluation

Success in the course requires keeping up with the readings and contributing to class discussion (there will be approximately two chapters and one additional reading per week; note that chapters from the text will be read out of order). Both will inform six written responses to weekly readings (due in the second class of the week; students may choose which 6 of the 10 weeks to send in their responses, based on their own knowledge and interests). Two map quizzes will ensure that students are clear on relative locations within the region. Students will also write two news analyses, in which they will evaluate a substantive and recent print news story related to Latin America and assess its content for bias and completeness in light of issues discussed in class (the second will be presented to the class). There will be one final exam, which will cover content from the whole quarter. 
Class attendance, participation




20%

Weekly responses to readings
(6 @ 5% each)


30%

Map Quizzes (2 @ 5% each)





10%

News analyses (2 @ 10% each; one to be presented)


20%

Final Exam







20%

Tentative Course Organization
Week 1:
Defining “Latin America”; introduction to the geographer’s perspective

Week 2: 
Physical geography
a) linking topography and resource distribution; 
b) linking climate and development: hurricanes and El Niño

Week 3: 
PreColumbian lifeways and the Conquest
a) Before 1492

b) The dynamics of early colonization

Week 4:
Columbian Exchange and contemporary indigenist politics 

a) how Latin America changed the ‘Old World’ 

b) historical antecedents of contemporary indigenous politics

Week 5: 
Rich lands, poor people? Latin America in the global economy

Week 6:
Latin America in the global economy II: Beyond coffee, cocaine, and crude
Week 7: 
Population I: Race and Ethnicity

Week 8: 
Population II: Urbanization

Week 9: 
Population III: Migration


a) Domestic and inter-regional migration



b) The Latin American diaspora

Week 10: 
Student presentations and course wrap-up
Readings
Week 1: 
Kent, Chapters 1 & 2: “Introduction” and “Latin America as a Culture Region”

Week 2:
Kent, Chapter 3, “The Environment”

McCann, J. W. (1999). Before 1492: The making of the Pre-Columbian landscape, Part I: the environment. Ecological Restoration, 17(1), 15-31.

Week 3: 
Mann, C. (2002). 1491. The Atlantic Monthly, 289(3), 41-53.
Kent, Chapter 12, “Land and People Since the Conquest”

Week 4: 
McNeill. W. H. 1992. American food crops in the Old World. Pp. 42-59 in H. J. Viola and C. Margolis, eds. Seeds of Change: A Quincentennial Commemoration. Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

M. Kearney and S. Varese. 2008. “Indigenous Peoples: Changing Identities and Forms of Resistance” Pp. 196-224 in in Capital, Power, and Inequality in Latin America and the Caribbean, R. L. Harris and J. Nef, eds. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Week 5: 
Kent, Chapter 18, “Latin America in the Global Economy”

Chapter 4, “Banana” in Tucker, R. P. (2000). Insatiable Appetites: the United States and the Ecological Degradation of the Tropical World. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Lee, Rensselaer.  2004. Perversely harmful effects of counter narcotics policy in the Andes. Pp. 188-210 in M. Vellinga, ed., The Political Economy of the Drug Industry: Latin America and the International System. Gainesville: University Press of Florida.

Week 6:
Kent, Chapter 18, “Latin American Development in Perspective”

Perkins, J. 2004. Preface, Prologue, and Ch. 26 in Confessions of an Economic Hit Man. New York: Plume. 
Harris, R.L. Dependency, underdevelopment, and neoliberalism Pp. 49-95 in Capital, Power, and Inequality in Latin America and the Caribbean, R. L. Harris and J. Nef, eds. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. 

Week 7:
Kent, Chapter 9, “Migration, Population Change, and Race”

Week 8:
Kent, Chapter 7, “Early Cities and Urban Development”

Kent, Chapter 14, “Contemporary Cities and Urban Patterns”

Enrique’s Journey: Prologue-Chapter 5

Week 9: 
Kent, Chapter 20, “The Latin American Diaspora”

Enrique’s Journey: Chapter 6-Epilogue

Week 10:
No readings
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